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Order of Service
Officiating, Reverend Dr. Daryl L. Williams

Prelude

*Processional

Selection  “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” 
 Mrs. Andrea Robinson 
 Accompanist: Mrs. Rothel Carter

*Scriptures 
  Old Testament  Micah 6:8  
  Ms. Marcia B. Black 
  New Testament  II Corinthians 5:6-10  
 Ms. Michelle Black 

Prayer of Comfort   Mr. Kevin West

Acknowledgements

Obituary  (read silently) 

Selection  “I Won’t Complain”  
 Mrs. Rothel Carter

Memorial Tributes  Lt Col (Ret) Willie E. Nicks, USAF 
 Mr. Larry Johnson 
 Mr. Kevin West

Selection “Order My Steps In Your Word” 
 Mrs. Andrea Robinson 
 Accompanist: Mrs. Rothel Carter

Special Reflections  Col (Ret) Michael Black, USAF

Selection “It Is Well With My Soul”  
 Mrs. Andrea Robinson 
 Accompanist: Mrs. Rothel Carter

Eulogy Rev. Dr. Daryl L. Williams, Senior Pastor 
 St. Paul UMC of Oxon Hill, Maryland

*Recessional

* - Please stand as you are able, with the exception of the family





Obituary
The fifth of seven children, Clinton James Black was born on 19 December 1938 in Beatrice, 
Alabama, to the late Billie Black and Vida Oweda Bradley Black.

Clinton attended public schools in Beatrice, Alabama. At Monroe County Training School, he 
played on the high school basketball and football teams as well as on a community baseball 
team. After high school graduation in 1958, he enrolled at Tuskegee Institute (University) where, 
as a freshman, he played football for the Golden Tigers. He graduated from Tuskegee in 1963 with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Commercial Industries with a Certificate in Electronics. 

He spied Rhutelia McCants a.k.a. “sugah”, as she competed in a junior high school basketball 
game. He courted her throughout high school and remained her steady even though she attended 
Alabama A&M University, Huntsville, Alabama. They married in 1962. From their union were born 
three children: Michael, Michelle, and Marcia.

In 1964, Clinton entered the U.S. Army Officer Corps after successfully applying for a direct 
commission to 2nd Lieutenant. Clinton completed airborne jump school earning the parachutist 
badge and paratrooper moniker. Subsequently, he survived two combat tours in Vietnam. Clinton 
later changed specialty from the Medical Service Corps to the Signal Corps. For the remainder 
of his service, he managed command and control information and communications systems. 
Through the military, Clinton earned a Master of Business Administration, completed systems 
engineering training, and graduated from the Army War College. He enjoyed assignments and 
travel, both domestic and foreign, with especially memorable posts in Eritrea (formerly Ethiopia) 
and Hawaii. With over 28 years of honorable, gallant, and distinguished service, Clinton retired 
in 1992 at the rank of full-bird colonel. His decorations include the Bronze Star, other medals and 
ribbons, and the Joint Chiefs of Staff badge. Clinton experienced a second career holding key 
leadership positions for a few small, local businesses, and did not fully retire until 2013.

Clinton possessed a fantastic memory. He never forgot the people he met. He prided himself on the 
foundational training that he received during his youth from his parents, church, and teachers. He 
aspired to live by his parents’ instruction: “Don’t do something and just say it’s your best; do your 
best.” From a teacher and high school class advisor, he learned another motto: “Be somebody, 
help somebody, and serve somebody.” Clinton embodied this throughout his life. As he personally 
strived to advance through the military ranks, Clinton always employed his great memory to 
connect fellow and junior African-American service members with one another to establish 
informal networks for sharing advice, exchanging lessons learned, and creating community. As 
a little boy, Clinton confessed Christian faith at New Purchase Christian Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Beatrice, Alabama, and grew in faith over the years. He and Rhutelia made St. Paul 
United Methodist Church of Oxon Hill, Maryland, their family’s church home, becoming members 



in 1976 under the pastorate of Reverend, Dr. Roland J. Timity and remaining faithful servants to 
this day. Clinton was active on the Church Council, in the fellowship of United Methodist Men, 
and in the Adult Sunday School class. He loved to talk. Applying this gift, he visited or called the 
sick, shut-in, and bereaved when he was able. Clinton helped conceive the Tanner Community 
Resource Center (TCRC), Inc., a local non-profit which addresses clothing and food insecurity in 
the surrounding neighborhood. He frequently volunteered there. He was an avid golfer and co-
chaired the TCRC, Inc. Golf Tournament, the organization’s primary fundraiser for 15 years. 

Clinton never forgot the bigotry, discrimination, and racism that he witnessed and experienced 
growing up in lower Alabama where segregation and Jim Crow laws prevailed. The recent 
explosion of viral videos capturing the prejudice, unnecessary violence, and deadly force 
exacted upon young men and women of color resonated with Clinton who grew into manhood 
during the civil rights era. He was compelled to do something. Clinton designed, wore and sold 
“I Can’t Breathe” T-shirts to draw attention to the cause, be a walking advertisement for peace, 
love, and justice, and personally promote true equality.

A licensed realtor in the state of Maryland, Clinton also dabbled part-time in real estate. His other 
hobbies included bowling and softball. While stationed in Hawaii and under the auspices of the 
Tropic Lightning Ques, the Lambda Beta Beta chapter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., Clinton 
completed the membership intake process. He proudly represented the fraternity, embodying 
their tenets and brandishing their paraphernalia. Given his amazing memory and analytic mind, 
Clinton also delighted in playing cards games of strategy (bridge and especially bid whist) as well 
as games of chance (poker, rummy, tonk). He really enjoyed reading the Monroe County Journal 
and Washington Post newspapers as well as watching the local news and CNN then talking 
about what he learned and heard. An “oral historian”, Clinton often reminisced on stories about 
Grandpa Tom and Rebecca “Mother Bec” Black (the roots of the Black Family tree). He marveled 
at their achievements, reveled in being a descendant, was fulfilled by extending the lineage, and 
was inspired to see the seventh generation through his grandchildren.  

Clinton was recently hospitalized and courageously battled against a formidable blood disorder 
during his last earthly campaign. Consummate solider and sentinel that he was, Clinton heeded 
the ultimate bugle/trumpet call, reporting for duty at his new, victorious, and heavenly post when 
he transitioned on 17 December 2021. Preceding him in death were his brothers Billy C. Black, 
Ph.D. and Bradley Franklin Black, and sisters Crystal Donella Black Brown and Velma O’Lillian 
Black Pace.

Clinton is survived by his wife Rhutelia McCants Black. Their legacy includes: son Michael B. 
Black (Wilda); daughters Michelle B. Black and Marcia B. Black; and adult grandchildren Jordan 
N. Black, Clinton M. Black, and Hannah M. Black. Clinton is also survived by two siblings: Dan 
T. Black, Ph.D. (Maude), Fort Valley, Georgia; and Dovie B. Holliman (Charles), Dublin, Georgia; 
many nieces, nephews, and cousins; in-laws Cecil Pace of McDonough, Georgia, and Helen 
Jennings Black of Albany, Georgia, and friends.







Pallbearers
United Methodist Men of St. Paul United Methodist Church of Oxon Hill, Maryland

Honorary Pallbearers
Anthony Pace, Col (Ret) Michael Black, USAF, Duane Black 

Dr. James Black, M.D., Marcus Holliman, Capt Clinton Black, USSF

Flower Bearers
United Methodist Women of St. Paul United Methodist Church of Oxon Hill, Maryland

Honorary Flower Bearers
Velina Brown, Cara Brown, Donna Cohen, Dr. Marla Morgan, M.D., Jordan Black, Hannah Black

Special Thanks
The family of Clinton J. Black would like to convey our sincere thanks and appreciation for the outpouring of love, 

affection, and support during this season of bereavement. All of the acts of kindness, shared memories, prayers, and 
expressions of sympathy have comforted and truly uplifted us. We are especially grateful for the participation and 

attendance in the celebration of life service. We thank God for blessing us through you.

Psalm 133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren  
to dwell together in unity!
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